
 

1   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consistory Chronicles  5  

Qôs & Aôs 6  

Knee Mail  7  

KHUSA  8  

Many Thanks  10  

March Ministries  11  

Inside this issue: 

A publication of Haven Reformed Church                                                                                                                                                 March 2016  

RPMôs - Reflections (by) Pastor Marc  

The Bible  

Another of Havenõs core values is Godõs Word. Since first coming here over 10 

years ago, I was blessed with up to 28 men who gathered weekly to delve into 

Godõs Word. Calling themselves, òBozos on the Busó ð we were men who let 

òdriver Jesusó take us on a bus-ride through Godõs Word, thoroughly enjoying 

the riches of the Book we love. Having any ask a question ð and the guiding 

principle then being, ò we have to use {only} the Bible for answersó ð we 

mined the Scriptures for all the nuggets that laid therein. I thank the men for 

blessing me then ð and for the men and women who bless me now, be it in 

Sunday School, Bible studies, follow-up questions to a sermon preached, com-

missioned pastor candidate classes I teach, etc.  

As a pastor, I see an erosion in our area of Godõs Word ð our knowledge of it, 

the authority of it and so forth. So this month, I submit this article to you by a 

seminary president, Albert Mohler. Enjoy reading it ð and then covenant with 

me to make our families and our church ð people of Godõs Book!      

Soli Deo Gloria {to God be the glory} 

 Pastor Marc de Waard  

 

The Scandal of  Biblical Illiteracy:  

Itõs Our Problem  

While Americaõs evangelical Christians are rightly concerned about the secular 

worldviewõs rejection of biblical Christianity, we ought to give some urgent at-

tention to a problem much closer to homeðbiblical illiteracy in the church. This 

scandalous problem is our own, and itõs up to us to fix it. Researchers George 

Gallup and Jim Castelli put the problem squarely: òAmericans revere the Bible 

ð but, by and large, they donõt read it. And because they donõt read it, they have 

become a nation of biblical illiterates.ó How bad is it? Researchers tell us that 

itõs worse than most could imagine. Fewer than half of all adults can name the 

four gospels. Many Christians cannot identify more than two or three of the 

disciples. According to data from the Barna Research Group, 60 percent of 

Americans canõt name even five of the Ten Commandments. òNo wonder peo-
(Continued on page 2 ) 
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ple break the Ten Commandments all the time. They 

donõt know what they are,ó said George Barna, presi-

dent of the firm. The bottom line? òIncreasingly, 

America is biblically illiterate.ó [see Barna Groupõs web 

site] Multiple surveys reveal the problem in stark 

terms. According to 82 percent of Americans, òGod 

helps those who help themselves,ó is a Bible verse. 

Those identified as born-again Christians did better ð 

by one percent. A majority of adults think the Bible 

teaches that the most important purpose in life is tak-

ing care of oneõs family. Some of the statistics are 

enough to perplex even those aware of the problem. A 

Barna poll indicated that at least 12 percent of adults 

believe that Joan of Arc was Noahõs wife. Another sur-

vey of graduating high school seniors revealed that 

over 50 percent thought that Sodom and Gomorrah 

were husband and wife. A considerable number of re-

spondents to one poll indicated that the Sermon on 

the Mount was preached by Billy Graham. We are in 

big trouble. Secularized Americans should not be ex-

pected to be knowledgeable about the Bible. As the 

nationõs civic conversation is stripped of all biblical 

references and content, Americans increasingly live in 

a Scripture-free public space. Confusion and ignorance 

of the Bibleõs content should be assumed in post-

Christian America. The larger scandal is biblical igno-

rance among Christians. Choose whichever statistic or 

survey you like, the general pattern is the same. Ameri-

caõs Christians know less and less about the Bible. It 

shows. How can a generation be biblically shaped in its 

understanding of human sexuality when it believes 

Sodom and Gomorrah to be a married couple? No 

wonder Christians show a growing tendency to com-

promise on the issue of homosexuality. Many who 

identify themselves as Christians are similarly confused 

about the Gospel itself. An individual who believes 

that òGod helps those who help themselvesó will find 

salvation by grace and justification by faith to be alien 

concepts. Christians who lack biblical knowledge are 

the products of churches that marginalize biblical 

knowledge. Bible teaching now often accounts for only 

a diminishing fraction of the local congregationõs time 

and attention. The move to small group ministry has 

certainly increased opportunities for fellowship, but 

many of these groups never get beyond superficial Bi-

ble study. Youth ministries are asked to fix problems, 

provide entertainment, and keep kids busy. How many 

local-church youth programs actually produce substan-

tial Bible knowledge in young people? Even the pulpit 

has been sidelined in many congregations. Preaching 

has taken a back seat to other concerns in corporate 

worship. The centrality of biblical preaching to the for-

mation of disciples is lost, and Christian ignorance 

leads to Christian indolence and worse. This really is 

our problem, and it is up to this generation of Chris-

tians to reverse course. Recovery starts at home. Par-

ents are to be the first and most important educators 

of their own children, diligently teaching them the 

Word of God. [See Deuteronomy 6:4-9.] Parents can-

not franchise their responsibility to the congregation, 

no matter how faithful and biblical its may be. God 

assigned parents this non-negotiable responsibility, and 

children must see their Christian parents as teachers 

and fellow students of Godõs Word. Churches must 

recover the centrality and urgency of biblical teaching 

and preaching, and refuse to sideline the teaching min-

istry of the preacher. Pastors and churches too busy ð 

or too distracted ð to make biblical knowledge a cen-

tral aim of ministry will produce believers who simply 

do not know enough to be faithful disciples. We will 

not believe more than we know, and we will not live 

higher than our beliefs. The many fronts of Christian 

compromise in this generation can be directly traced to 

biblical illiteracy in the pews and the absence of bibli-

cal preaching and teaching in our homes and churches. 

This generation must get deadly serious about the 

problem of biblical illiteracy, or a frighteningly large 

number of Americans ð Christians included ð will go 

on thinking that Sodom and Gomorrah lived happily 

ever after.  
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j By the NUMBERS p 
These statistics and numbers come from a variety of 

sources ð all to keep you informed, and to make you 

reflect, wonder, be in awe, and/or change ....  

26. Average age of first-time mothers in the U.S., a 

new high.            Time, Feb. 1, 2016  

2015. The warmest year ever recorded on earth.  

            Time, Feb. 1, 2016  

11.5 billion dollars. Estimated public spending on 

Summer Olympic venues and infrastructure in Rio 

de Janeiro (opening ceremonies on August 5).  

            Time, Feb. 1, 2016  

300,000. People who registered a personal drone in the 

first month after the U.S. required drone owners to 

register.            Time, Feb. 8, 2016  

85% of American girls ages 3 to 10 currently own at 

least one Barbie.           Time, Feb. 8, 2016  

1,500. The number of living species of starfish (sea 

stars) in the worldõs oceans.  

12. Number of Canadian born players in the NBA, 

more than any other country outside the United 

States.      Sentinel, Feb. 13, 2016  

1st. In order of supplying long-lasting roses ð itõs the 

Netherlands, Ecuador, Colombia and then Kenya.  

      Sentinel, Feb. 13, 2016  

153. The number of fish caught in the disciples net per 

Johnõs gospel. This was also the number of the na-

tions of the world as described by at least some of 

the Greek teachers of that day.    

        W. Brouwer, Covenant Documents  

35,000. The number of pounds of food given away 

every òhitting the streetsó event Haven hosts with 

Hungry For Christ. Haven offers this three Satur-

days a year (April, July, and October). So, six years 

(x 35,000 lbs. x 3 days) = 630,000 lbs. of food. At 

the cost of $1.70 / lb. of food, thatõs over $1 million 

worth of food given to meet needs in just over half 

a decade!           Curt Brower, H4X, Feb. 21, 2016  

Worship Services  
ẓ Thumbnail sketch: upcoming Services ẓ 

 
Feb. 28 ~ 8:30 & 10:45 a.m. KidSing Praise! Choir at 

both services; series on prayer continues as we 

focus in on an all-knowing God. Morgan Deters 

shares re: upcoming mission trip. 9:40-10:30 a.m. 

Sun. School for all ages.  

March 6 ~ 8:30 & 10:45 a.m. Series on prayer re: 

spiritual warfare. 9:40-10:30 a.m. Sunday School 

for all ages.  

March 13 ~ 8:30 & 10:45 a.m. Rev. David Bast 

(Words of Hope radio preacher) brings us the 

Word today. 9:40-10:30 a.m. ð Sunday School for 

all ages.  

March 20 ~ 8:30 & 10:45 a.m. Palm Sunday. Our 

KidSing Praise! Choir sings at both services. Ser-

mon focuses in on some of Jesusõ prayers. 9:40-

10:30 a.m. ð Sunday School for all ages.  

Thursday, March 24 ~ 7:00 p.m. ð Tom Grace will 

return and sing, moving us between the parts of 

this Maundy night service. Weõll celebrate Com-

munion at the close.  

March 27 ~ 8:30 & 10:45 a.m. Easter Day!! Adult 

Choir presents the mini-cantata, My Faith Still 

Holds. 9:40-10:30 a.m. ð Sunday School for all 

ages.  

April 3 ~ 8:30 & 10:45 a.m. Scott Davis preaching; 

NO Sunday School hour (first weekend of spring 

break).  

April 10 ~ 8:30 & 10:45 a.m. Pastor Marc preaching 

on prayer. No Sunday School hour (last weekend 

of spring break).  

 

The truth does not transform lives. 

The truth applied transforms lives.  

Chip Ingram  
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Sunday School  

We have two adult elective classes. Please feel free to 

attend either. Both have materials for you each Sunday. 

1) The Sunday School Guide ð weekly lessons include a 

theme, Scriptures, and questions to dialogue through 

with the rest of the class. Facilitators are Mary Lou 

Koop and Ray òDocó Lokers. 

2) Christianity Explained. Using Markõs gospel, weõll be 

looking at how we can share the Christian message. 

The class will include Scripture, hand-outs and class 

discussions. This class just started ð so come on out 

and explore it with others for itõs a great time to start! 

Bring a cup of coffee and come and join us in The 

Portable. Weõd love to have you. 
 

Menôs Wednesday Night 

 Study Group  

Come on out to the Portable on Wednesday nights. We 

do three things ð connecting, study (formation), and 

every so many weeks we end up doing mission. We 

gather from 6:15-7:43 p.m. 

We are currently studying the DVD based curriculum by 

Focus on the Family ð The Truth Project. Taught by Dr. 

Del Tackett, this study is the starting point for looking 

at life from a biblical perspective. Each lesson discusses 

in great detail the relevance and importance of living the 

Christian worldview in daily life. We want to be 

òtransformed by the renewing of [our] mindó (Romans 

12:2). Time for good discussions will be given as well. 

 

Womenôs Study Groups 

1) Monday mornings, 9:00 a.m. Study: Esther ð Itõs Tough 

Being a Woman by Beth Moore. Facilitator is Judy 

Cotts. 

2) Tuesday mornings at 9:30 a.m.. Study is Understanding 

Your Blessings in Christ ð a study in Ephesians by Eliza-

beth George. Facilitator is Flavia Prins. 

3) Wednesday evenings at 6:45 p.m. Study is a Ray 

VanderLaan DVD series on òMissionó. Nancy 

DeGood, facilitator. 

 

Small Groups  

We have a variety of small groups (6-12 people) who 

meet consistently to look up (worship), look in (study), 

look around (care for each other) and look out (do mis-

sion together). 

Here are some of the studies that are being done by 

small groups. Call our small group point person, Carolyn 

Schrotenboer, if youõre interested in exploring a small 

group. 

- the book of Philippians 

- The Invisible War ð on spiritual warfare 

- Louie Giglio - Prayer Remix  

 

 

PRAYER Quote  

Prayer pushes us through lifeõs slumps, propels us over the humps, 

and pulls us out of the dumps. Prayer is the oomph we need to get 

the answers we seek.  Max Lucado  

As we find ourselves immersed in a series on prayer, 

remember that there are many opportunities for you to 

engage in prayer. You can always (anywhere, immediate-

ly) pray over and for someone. You can always come to 

the Wednesday night prayer gathering. You can, as a 

lady, join any of the prayer events below that are geared 

to gathering mothers to pray together for children and 

schools worldwide. Several groups meet in the Hamilton 

area each week:  

¶ Moms of Hamilton Elementary students meet every 

Tuesday, 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. here at Haven.  

¶ Moms of Bentheim Elementary students meet every 

Wednesday, 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. at Bentheim Reformed 

Church. 

¶ Moms of Blue Star Elementary students meet every 

Tuesday, 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. at the home of Heidi 

Michalak. 

¶ Moms of Sandyview Elementary students meet every 

other Wednesday, 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. at Overisel Re-

formed Church. 

¶ Moms of Hamilton Middle School students meet eve-

ry Thursday, 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. at Hamilton Reformed 

Church. 

¶ Moms of Hamilton High School students meet every 

Thursday, 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. at Hamilton Reformed 

Church. 

¶ Moms of college and career-aged students meets every 

Tues., 8:15-9:15 a.m. at Hamilton Reformed Church. 

 www.MomsInPrayer.org  

Education Corner  
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Consistory  Chronicles  

¥ Havenõs Consistory (Elders, Deacons and Pastor) has/will meet every 

week in February (2,8,15,22), as they continue to pray, talk, and wrestle 

through the challenges that lie before Haven. Some of this is in prepa-

ration for ongoing discussions with Zeeland Classis as well as planning 

for our immediate future (nominations of Elders and Deacons, new 

fiscal year in July, possible reorganization of some committees, etc.). 

Consistory met on February 8 for her regularly scheduled meeting. 

Main items out of this meeting were:  

¥ Everyone was once again present. Brad Johnson led us in our opening 

devotional. In what he titled, òTurbulence and Reassuranceó he shared 

from Job, Isaiah and Jeremiah and reminded us that warrior God fights 

for us even when Satan stirs up turbulence and trouble. We spent time 

in a season of prayer, praising God and bringing petitions before Him.  

¥ Communion will be celebrated on Sunday, February 14, and again on 

Thursday, March 24  

¥ Thanks were given to God for providing for us in so many ways ð 

strength to do ministry, prayer coverings by Godõs people, for music, 

His presence, and so many other things. We spent time walking 

through our finances (offerings received, budget line items for spend-

ing). We are grateful for the current position we find ourselves in fi-

nancially (no debt, some monies invested in the RCA Growth Fund, 

and expenses less than our income, with all bills paid).  

¥ The Elders completed the 2015 Consistorial Inquiry Form, a series of 

questions the denomination requires the church to answer each year. 

Then as a whole Consistory we completed various parts of our annual 

state of the church report due to the denomination.  

¥ The Elders continued to work through ministry of pastoral care, mem-

bership rolls and loving discipline. The Deacons continue to move for-

ward working with an engineer and an architect re: trying to solve wa-

ter leaks due to our flat roofs (leaks most recently in the Fireside 

Room).  

¥ Consistory received committee reports. Weõre grateful for persons 

helping us out by filling our PaperGator ð and the recycling monies we 

receive are disbursed by the Finance Committee for local mission 

needs.  

¥ Monday, March 14 (6:30 p.m.) will see Consistory meet again. If any-

one has anything for Consistory, you can bring it to the attention of 

Jack Schrotenboer (VP) or Pastor Marc.  

 

CLASSIS News  

The Pastoral Relations Commit-

tee of Zeeland Classis has asked 

Havenõs Consistory to continue 

dialoguing with them. These two 

groups meet together again on 

Monday, February 29. Out of the 

special Classis meeting here on 

Tuesday, February 16, (for the 

purpose of examining commis-

sioned pastor candidates, the 

following four were sustained: 

Jose Duran (La Case De Mi Pa-

dre; Holland), Craig Hoekstra 

(Hudsonville Refõd), Ken Klein-

heksel (Overisel Refõd), and Ste-

ve Martin (Fellowship, Hudson-

ville). Pastor Marc has had the 

joy of mentoring Ken Klein-

heksel over the past 12 months. 

Classis Zeeland meets next on 

the third Tuesday night in March 

(15). [Convey your thanks to el-

ders Jack Schrotenboer and Wes 

Sterenberg for their faithful at-

tendance in the past three years 

to all classis meetings on Have-

You GOTTA LAUGH  

J Stealing someoneõs coffee is 

called mugging.  

J The other day I held the door 

open for a clown. It was a nice 

jester.  

J No matter how far you push the 

envelope, itõll still be stationary.  

J Whoever invented òknock-

knockó jokes should get a no-

bell prize.  

J I put my grandma on speed dial. 

I call that instagram.  

J Pasteurize: too far to see!  
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Questions for Which 

Luke has Answers  

Submitted by Phil Knoll  

Commissioned Pastor ~ Community Outreach and Networking  

 

A recent reading of a few chapters in the Gospel of Luke gave me guid-
ance in putting my Spiritual Gifts to use. 
 
Q. What is WHOLE, NOT HALF?   
A.  Christõs light.  When a person is filled with the light of Christ, it will 

affect his or her whole being.  Luke 11:36 
 
Q. What is IN GEAR, NOT OUT OF GEAR? 
A.  A personõs commitment.  Neutrality is not possible with respect to 

Jesus.  Luke 11:23 
 
Q. What is SHAMELESS, NOT SHAMEFUL?  -or-  What is 

BOLD, NOT TIMID?  
A.  Prayer.  When we pray we are told we can ask boldly, shamelessly, and 

persistently.  Luke 11:8ff 
 
Q. What is POWERFUL, NOT WEAKLY? 
A.  The Holy Spiritõs anointing and guidance.  God gives us the anointing 

and guidance of the Holy Spirit with power.  This power comes along 
with His Spiritual Gifts that He gives to us!  Luke 11:11ff 

 
Q. What is THE GREATEST, NOT THE SMALLEST?  
A.  Our possession of fellowship.  Our greatest possession is a close fel-

lowship with the Lord.  Luke 10:38ff 
 
Q. What HAPPENS BECAUSE WE HAVE A PLACE IN HEAV-

EN, NOT BECAUSE WE HAVE AUTHORITY ON EARTH?  
A.  Rejoicing.  The focus of our rejoining is that our names are written in 

heaven, not that we have authority and power on earth over our ene-
my, Satan.  As we obediently seek the advancement of Godõs King-
dom on earth and witness people being set free from their demonic-
imposed oppression we can rejoice that we have a place in heaven.  
Luke 10:17ff   

 
Q. What NEEDS A WHOLE HEART, NOT A HALF HEART?  -

or- What HAPPENS BY INVITATION, NOT BY FORCE? -or
- What is COSTLY, NOT CHEAP? 

A.  Following Jesus.  Following Jesus takes precedence over every other 
relationship.  Discipleship takes precedence over everything else we 
may be involved in.  We now have a window-of-opportunity for 
obeying the Great Commission that will not be open forever.  We are 
not forced to share the Good News about Jesus, we are invited to go 
willing and we go like sheep among wolves.  Luke 9:57ff 

Easter           

Memorials  

This year for Easter memorials, 

we will give donations to help 

provide Bibles to various min-

istries and organizations. In-

cluding the graduating class of 

2016 at Hamilton High School. 

The Hamilton Area Youth 

Ministry group has taken on 

this responsibility to ensure this 

tradition and ministry contin-

ues to all graduating students 

from the Hamilton school dis-

trict.  

We will do a memorial insert in 

the bulletin for Easter morn-

ing. If you would like to give a 

monetary donation in memory 

of a loved one, please call the 

office at 751.7321 or fill out the 

form in the bulletin and place 

only the order form in the col-

lection plate, in mailbox #164, 

or bring it to the church of-

fice. The donation amount is 

$10 for the first memorial and 

$5 for each memorial after. 

{Please do not put your dona-

tion along with your order 

form in the collection plate un-

less it is in a clearly marked en-

velope}. The deadline for do-

nations is Sunday, March 20. 

The grass withers, and the flowers 

fade, but the Word of the Lord 

stands FOREVER! 
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Knee Mail  ~ Pastoral Staff Prayer Resource  

Submitted by: congregational Care Coordinator, Lynn Etheridge  

A few reflections on Scripture as we approach Easteré 

 

 Isaiah prophecies the Crucifixioné 

A prophecy from the book of Isaiah, written approximately 700 years before the birth of Christ: òHe was despised, 

and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering; as one from whom men hide their face, and we despised Him and 

we did not value Him. Surely He has borne our sufferings, and carried our pains; yet we considered Him stricken, smitten by God, 

and afflicted. But He was pierced for our transgressions. He was crushed for our iniquities. The punishment that brought our peace was 

on Him; and by His wounds we are healed. (Isaiah 53:3-5, NHEB) 

 

Jesus Is The Resurrectioné 

òI am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in Me will live, even after dying. Everyone who lives in Me and believes in Me 

will never ever die." (John 11:25-26, NLT)  

 

The Stone is Rolled Away - Christ is Risené 

òVery early on Sunday morning the women went to the tomb, carrying the spices they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away 

from the entrance to the tomb, so they went in; but they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. They stood there puzzled about this, 

when suddenly two men in bright shining clothes stood by them. Full of fear, the women bowed down to the ground, as the men said to 

them, òWhy are you looking among the dead for One who is alive? He is not here; He has been raised. Remember what He said to 

you while He was in Galilee: ôThe Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, be crucified, and three days later rise to life.õó  

(Luke 24:1-12, GNT)  

 

Our Hope is In Himé 

"For since we believe that Jesus died and was raised to life again, we also believe that when Jesus returns, God will bring back with 

Him the believers who have died."  (1 Thessalonians 4:14, NLT)  

 

òWe were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the 

glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.ó  (Romans 6:4 NIV) 

 

A Prayer for Easteré  

òO Lord, how amazing is Your love ð a love that overcomes, endures and redeems. How astounding is Your life ð 

a life that sustains, heals and creates.  How awesome is Your hope ð a hope that promises, restores and inspires. 

How absorbing is Your truth ð a truth that releases, changes and rebuilds.  

How we worship You, as we remember the moment when Your love conquered all.  When out of the cave of sor-

row Jesus arose to release forgiveness to the world.  And each time we encounter this resurrection day we are 

again lifted to an eternal place.  Our sin, brokenness and darkness fall away and Your light and peace flood our 

lives. How we thank You for this incredible celebration we call, Easter. Amen.ó 

 

*Interested in reading more? Youõll find additional prayers, meditations, poems and other valuable resources here:  http://www.living-

prayers.com/events/easter_prayers.html#ixzz41C2ROrBw  



 

8   

 

Winter  

Weather  

 

As winter approaches, we want-

ed to remind everyone of our 

Weather Cancellation Policy.  If 

school is cancelled then all 

events on our campus are can-

celled. If school is let out early, 

all of our events are cancelled. If 

there is a Winter Storm Warning 

posted one hour prior to an 

event here on our campus, that 

event is cancelled.  

Sunday cancellations will be 

done in two parts. In the case of 

inclement weather, we will first 

cancel the 8:30 am service as well 

as Sunday School. We will then 

re-evaluate and see if the weather 

has improved. If not, another 

cancellation will be issued for the 

10:45 am service. If there is a 

time you canõt recall the policy 

and are wondering if things are 

cancelled, be sure to watch chan-

nel 8 & 13, and check the Haven 

website 

(www.havenchurch.com).   

A Match Made in Heaven  
Submitted by: Jill Deters  

 

 

At the end of the Kids Hope training video, 

David Staal ð President of Kids Hope, tells a 

story about a mentor and a student.  He tells 

you about a little girl who was sad because her 

dad had died.  She wasnõt doing well in school 

so the school asked for a Kids Hope mentor.  

When the mentor came in and met with the girl a connection was made 

with her because her own dad had also died.  David Staal goes on to say 

that even though the Kids Hope director set these two up, only God could 

have made that match - a match made in heaven.   

Recently, one of our mentors told a story about her and her student.  

(Names have been taken out).  This shows us too how God is in control 

and he put the nudge in her heart at the right time and how they are also òa 

match made in heaven.ó 

At the beginning of this school year I was feeling like we needed a òchangeó, especially 

since last year was difficult in getting some quality time in with all of her school work.  I 

wasnõt sure what that òchangeó needed to be until the first Kids Hope day this year when 

she said that she wanted to become a childrenõs book author. Well it just so happens that 

I have been feeling Godõs call into Christian publishing the last few years and have been 

learning a little about childrenõs publishing.  So we decided that since God was calling me 

and it was her potential job interest, we should do that as our òKids Hope pro-

jectó.  Who knows if it will even be successful, but either way we are having fun doing it 

and in the meantime both of us are getting a little job experience in both writing & illus-

trating childrenõs books.  So yeséwe are having some fun!  

  

God totally put us together.  I am so glad I answered the Kids Hope calling when I did, 

because I honestly wanted to wait another year until my son was in school, but God obvi-

ously had other plans!  His ways/thoughts are always higher than ours!  :) 

 

Thank you to all the mentors who faithfully show up each week and are 

Godõs perfect match for their student.  If you feel God tugging at your 

heart to start meeting with a student each week, please contact Jill Deters.  

(616.886.0151 or jill@havenchurch.com) 
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2015 Report to Mission Engaged Churches  

from Andrew and Amy Fields  

OVERALL GOAL: Our goal is to work alongside the Honduran church to build 

on the breadth and depth of theological education programs and resources availa-

ble to Honduran church leaders as they seek to develop their gifts for ministry in 

the church. We assist in the implementation of a holistic curriculum of biblical, 

theological, and ministerial courses, as well as coordinating and promoting the use 

of library resources. 

 

Tell us about your Mission Partner and how they believe your mission work 

has impacted their ministry and the lives of the people they served this past year. 

The Moravian Bible Institute primarily serves adults who sense God's call to pastoral ministry in the La Moskitia 

region of Honduras. Currently the student body is comprised entirely of candidates for ordination in the Evangeli-

cal Moravian Church. While we have been involved in adult education workshops, youth conferences, and preach-

ing in local churches, our primary goal is training up the women and men who will reach out to their communities. 

Though we do not pastor congregations, teach Sunday School, lead evangelistic outreaches, or plant churches in 

unreached areas of Honduras- these students do! We are encouraged when we see students of the Moravian Bible 

Institute use their gifts, calling, and training in their community. We believe they will go out empowered by the 

solid biblical education they have received in the last year at the Bible Institute, and with a firm theological foun-

dation that they would not have received had we not been there to deepen the training. 

 

Share a story about a life directly impacted and/or transformed by your ministry with our partner. 

Enemnecio was a Bible Institute graduate in 2014. He had planted a local church during his internship and it was 

booming by 2015. Many times Enemnecio would reflect with us and others on the impact of his training on his 

ministry. Through our work in the Bible Institute, and continued relationship, Enemncio was equipped to answer 

his call to ministry and transform his neighborhood with the power of the gospel. It was a continued joy to work 

with Enemnecio and his church. 

 

Share how you are directly involved in preparing a leader who might succeed you in the future? 

By the end of 2015, we identified one new faculty member, Ted, who stepped in to teach a course. He has been 

given time to discuss and review the new curriculum and we pray that he will be able to continue to teach in the 

Bible Institute with the foundation that has been laid. We also worked with members of the Board of Directors of 

the Institute to give them a grounding in the new curriculum and administration processes so that there is continu-

ity as we step out and let them lead more. 

 

Help us to understand how we can continue to be in prayer for you, your family, our Mission Partner and 

the people of God. 

We discerned in 2015 that we needed to leave La Moskitia, and return the Bible Institute to Miskito leadership. 

We celebrate the goals that we were able to accomplish, and look expectantly for a new placement through Re-

formed Church in America Global Mission. Please pray with us that God would prepare a new ministry location 

and home for our family where we can flourish while training and equipping the next generation of church leaders 

in Latin America. 


